Woods at Rhinebeck:  Clubhouse  Policies and Regulations


Clubhouse Use Guidelines
The clubhouse is available for use by all residents. It is a nonsmoking facility throughout, including the kitchen area and bathrooms. 

Those who use the clubhouse are responsible for leaving it in the same or better condition than they found it. Specific actions that must be taken by those who use the clubhouse include:


Turn off all appliances and lights.


Ensure all appliances, the kitchen counter, sink, and bathrooms are clean.


Restore the couches and coffee tables to their original position.


Neatly stack all folding chairs on the chair rack and return the card tables to their storage place.


Remove all garbage and recyclable items from the clubhouse and dispose of same, using either the garbage containers or recycle bins, as appropriate.  


Remove any food you may have brought in, rather than leave it in the refrigerator.


If the fireplace was used, ensure the fire is completely out; when completely extinguished, clean debris from the fireplace box and ensure that the fireplace damper is closed. 


Remove any personal belongings, including decorations.


Vacuum the carpet and clean the kitchen floor, as needed.


Reset the thermostat as per directions posted in the clubhouse entranceway.


If the water heater was turned on, ensure its switch on the control box in the kitchen closet is turned off.


Close and lock all windows. If they were pulled back, reset the blinds so that they cover the window.


Lock the clubhouse door when leaving.

Under no circumstances may any decorations or wall hangings, including pictures, be affixed to any wall surface such that they cannot be removed without harming the paint or wallpaper. 

Approval from the Woods HOA Board of Directors must be obtained for any change to the facility, including replacement or addition of furniture, appliances, lighting, or wall hangings. Any item left without permission is subject to being discarded.

Shared and Exclusive Clubhouse Use
The clubhouse is intended for shared use by residents and their families. There are several ongoing events at the clubhouse that are used by residents in an informal (i.e., non-exclusive or nonpaying) manner. Among them are a weekly bridge game, a book club, monthly Board meetings, and occasional exercise classes. Should other residents also wish to use the clubhouse during this time, they may do so in an non-obtrusive manner. For example, Board meetings can be held in the kitchen area or, weather permitting, on the back deck.

A resident is, however, permitted to rent the clubhouse for exclusive personal use during the time one of the above ongoing events is normally held. It would be unfair to deny a resident the ability to rent the facility should he/she have a special need that is best served by exclusive use (for example, a birthday party, etc.). Should a conflict in use occur, the nonpaying group will be asked to meet at an alternate time or place. Every attempt will be made to notify the nonpaying group in advance.

Special permission must be obtained if a resident wants to use the clubhouse for a community related event. Each such planned use must be approved by a majority of the HOA Board of Directors. Residents cannot assume the request will be approved but instead must wait for a written decision. If approval is granted, the resident must submit the clubhouse rental fee and the required deposit. The rental fee helps defray the operational costs and replacement costs associated with wear and tear and is especially warranted when large groups use the facilities. The resident who rents the clubhouse will be held personally responsible for ensuring all clubhouse rules are followed and for remediating any damage that may occur.
Clubhouse Rental Policy
The clubhouse may be rented for exclusive use under the following terms. 


A resident of the Woods must initiate the rental and be in attendance at all times the clubhouse is being used.


The resident who rents the clubhouse is fully responsible for ensuring all items listed under the “Clubhouse Use Guidelines” section are completed.


The clubhouse may be reserved for a fee of $50 per day, plus $100 as a refundable security deposit. Any cleanup or repair cost that is assessed by a member of the Woods HOA Board of Directors upon subsequent inspection of the facility, will be deducted from the deposit.


The clubhouse may be reserved by calling GEM Community Management (229-6020). GEM will maintain records on planned clubhouse use and ensure the renting resident is made aware of the clubhouse policies and regulations. The reservation will be temporary and made final if the rental fee and deposit are received within 10 days.


The clubhouse cannot be reserved for exclusive use during the hours that the pool is open. It may, however, be rented for private use with the understanding that residents who are using the pool may enter to use the bathroom facilities.


As stated previously, special permission must be obtained if a resident wants to use or rent the clubhouse for a community related event. Each such planned use must be approved by a majority of the HOA Board of Directors.


Guests of those renting the clubhouse do not have pool privileges. Should an exception be desired, the resident who is renting the clubhouse must receive approval from the Woods HOA Board. 


The clubhouse cannot be rented or otherwise used during the time that any of the Woods phases or the homeowners association have their annual meetings.


The Woods HOA Board has the discretionary ability to waive the rental fee for special purpose usage. A majority of the HOA Board of Directors must agree.


A member of the Woods HOA Board of Directors will make every attempt to be available to inspect the facility with the renting resident one day prior to the rental. Similarly, a post-inspection will be performed in order to determine whether the security deposit can be returned in full.


GEM Community Management will maintain a discrete line item in its monthly financial report to track clubhouse rental receipts and will report on this, together with planned future clubhouse use, to the Woods HOA Board of Directors at its monthly meeting. 

Bulletin Board Use

The clubhouse bulletin board is under the supervision of the Woods HOA Board of Directors which has sole discretion as to the appropriateness of postings. Those deemed not appropriate will be immediately removed by a Board member. 


The bulletin board may be used for general information postings that have applicability to all residents or to groups of residents that meet regularly (for example, the book club).


All postings shall have the name of the resident who made the posting and a “remove by” date. This will ensure that the posted information is current.


Residents may not use the bulletin board to advertise private businesses. They may use it in a discrete manner to advertise items that they wish to sell. They may also advertise their residence, should they be interested in selling. Such notices may only be posted for two weeks.


Feedback and Suggestions

Any comments or suggestions on any matter related to the clubhouse or its policies and regulations should be communicated (preferably in writing) to GEM Community Management (229-6020) or to a member of the Woods HOA Board of Directors who will use the input to improve policies, practices, and the overall facility.
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